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Kingsville recorDa nd Bishop news

*  www.kr-bn.com *

By Gloria Bigger Cantu
It was an emotional 

night for the Rev. Paul 
Puthenangady as he con-
tinually thanked and ex-
pressed his gratitude at his 
appreciation and farewell 
celebration that honored 
him for 35 years of service 
as a priest with the last eight 
years at Our Lady of Good 
Counsel Catholic Church.  

Several presenters at the 
appreciation dinner and 
celebration praised Father 
Paul’s contributions, not 
only to Our Lady of Counsel, 
but also to the community. 

Over 350 people attended 
the event, held at the Texas 
A&M University-Kingsville 
ballroom Jan. 9.

Father Paul will be 
returning to India Jan. 26 
because the Bishop in his 
homeland assigned him to a 
parish there. 

Our Lady of Good Counsel 
members campaigned to 
keep Father Paul here with a 
petition. 

Bishop Edmond Carmody, 
who is retiring, wanted him 
to stay with the parish, but 
Father Paul’s Bishop in India 
prevailed. 

Father Paul said he has 
accepted his assignment and 
is obedient to his new orders.

“I had a commitment 
to stay a few years and 
have no regrets about my 
commitment,” he stated. 

“I have been a priest for 
35 years, and I am happy to 
acknowledge that my eight 
years in Kingsville were the 
most joy filled years of my 
priesthood.”

Long time member of Our 
Lady of Good Counsel, Tony 
Ramirez, who served as 
master of ceremonies at the 
event, summarized Father 
Paul’s achievements during 
his time in Kingsville.

 “He is truly a man of 
God,” Ramirez said. 

“Father Paul leads and 
lives by a Christ-like 
example,” Ramirez said. 

“He has a joy for life and 
a special gift for inspiring 
people,” he said. 

“Father Paul substantially 
improved Our Lady of Good 
Counsel Parish during his 
eight year assignment, not 
only materially but especially 
spiritually,” Ramirez, who 
served as president of the 
building committee, said.

Ramirez also serves as a 
Eucharistic minister.

Through Father Paul’s 

leadership, the membership 
succeeded in building a new 
parish center with a rectory, 
an auditorium, state-of-the-
art kitchen and classrooms 
for the Confraternity of 
Christian Doctrine classes 
for the children. 

The facility, which cost 
$900,000 to build, was 
funded from private donors 
and fundraisers; it opened a 
year ago.

Ramirez said Father 
Paul’s dream was to have an 
adoration chapel at Our Lady 
of Good Counsel, and he saw 
that come to fruition with 
the new chapel at the parish 
center. 

Father Paul also added a 
7 p.m. Sunday mass and a 
mass at the Christus Spohn 
Hospital Kleberg chapel. 

He volunteered to celebrate 
mass at the other churches in 
Kingsville whenever needed.

“He attended to the sick, 
the poor and the homeless 
and to the many foreign 
students at Texas A&M- 
Kingsville, especially a large 
number from his native land, 
who regularly attend mass at 
our church,” Ramirez said. 

“I have seen him blossom 
into a great Catholic leader 
who brings the best out in all 
of us,” he said.

“I consider Father Paul a 
true, close friend. My family 
and I will very much miss 
not seeing him regularly,” 
Ramirez said.

Besides the presenters, 
Father Paul was honored by 
other priests who sat at the 
head table. 

They were Rev. Raju D. 
Thottankara, pastor of the 
Immaculate Conception 
Parish in Gregory; Rev. Piotr 
Koziel, pastor of St. Gertrude 
Parish her and head of the 
Kingsville Deanery; Rev. 
Joseph R. Torres, parochial 
vicar, St. Martin Church; 
Rev. J. Isidore Garcia, pastor, 
of St. Martin Parish; and Rev. 
Peter Thenan, Father Paul’s 
replacement at Our Lady of 
Good Counsel Parish.

Presenters who honored 
and commended Father 
Paul’s accomplishments 
included Benny Soto, Our 
Lady of Good Counsel 
Parish Council; Rev. 
Koziel and Adan Munoz 
Jr. executive director of 
the Texas Commission on 
Jail Standards and former 
Kleberg County Sheriff. 

Munoz presented Father 
Paul with a certificate of 

appreciation from Gov. Rick 
Perry.

On behalf of the Kleberg 
County Commissioners 
Court, County Judge Pete 
De La Garza presented 
Father Paul with a resolution 
recognizing his service to the 
community and his parish. 

Kingsville Mayor Sam 
Fugate presented the honoree 
with a key to the city.

“There (must be) a lot 
of good Catholics present 
tonight, because the Dallas 
Cowboys are playing 
tonight,” Fugate quipped 
before presenting the key to 
Father Paul.

“I got the key to the city 
but not the county,” Father 
Paul said smiling.

“The county is wide open 
and the county will always 
have its door open to you,” 
responded De La Garza.

On behalf of the parish, 
Norma Hinojosa and Mary 
Lou Pena, presented Father 
Paul with an engraved gold 
St. Christopher medal as 
well as a monetary gift.

Special guests at the head 
table were Munoz and wife 
Middy from Austin;  Judge 
De La Garza and wife Melissa 
De La Garza, Kleberg 
County Tax Collector-
Assessor; Kingsville 
Mayor Sam Fugate, 
LCDR Brian Rutherford 
with the Navy Recruiting 
District and Kingsville 
Record and Bishop News 
reporter Gloria Bigger- 
Cantu.

Special guests that 
Ramirez recognized in the 
audience were Tony Barbour, 
Our Lady of Good Counsel 
Parish Deacon; Sisters 
Consuelo Ramirez and 
Sister Maxie, representing 
the Missionary Daughters of 
the Most Pure Virgin May 
Order; Servando Torres, 
Central Baptist Church, and 
Juan Escobar, former District 
43 state representative.

Also in the audience were 
Kleberg County Clerk Leo 
Alarcon and Kleberg County 
District Martha Soliz. 

Before the celebration 
began, John David Guerrero 
led the Pledge of Allegiance. 

Mariachi Kineno and the 
Kingsville Youth Ballet 
Folklorico, directed by 
Miguel Briseno, provided 
entertainment.

After the dinner and 
presentations, a dance 
followed with DJ Rene 
Canales playing the music.

TexSCAN Week of                   
January 17, 2010

AUCTIONS
FORECLOSED HOME AUCTION 150+ 
Texas Homes. Auction starts Jan 25. REDC/ 
View full list,  www.Auction.com

BUSINESS OPPORTUNITIES
ALL CASH VENDING! Do you earn $800 
in a day? Your own local candy route. 25 
machines and candy. All for $9,995. 1-888-
625-5481. Multi Vend, LLC.

DISTRIBUTOR MEDICAL DEVICE call 
1-866-934-2873 for more information.

DRIVERS
CDL DRIVERS NEEDED to deliver trucks 
and buses from TX and OK. Average run is 900 
miles. We pay competitive rates, tolls and permits. 
Contact recruiting at 1-866-764-1601 or www.
qualitydriveway.com for more information and 
to submit an application.

REGIONAL DRIVERS NEEDED! More home-
time. Top pay! Up to 41¢/mile company driver! 
12 months OTR required. Heartland Express. 
1-800-441-4953. www.heartlandexpress.com

HELP WANTED
BETWEEN HIGH SCHOOL and College? 
Travel and have fun with young successful 
business group. No experience necessary. 2 
weeks paid training. Lodging and transporta-
tion provided. 1-877-646-5050.

HAVE STRONG COMMUNITY TIES? EF 
Foundation seeks coordinators to find families for 
international exchange students. 20 hrs/month. Cash 
& travel rewards. 1-877-216-1293.

HOMES FOR SALE
FREE FORECLOSURE LISTING Over 
400,000 properties nationwide. Low down pay-
ment. Call now! 1-800-264-5395. B

LEGAL SERVICES
DIVORCE $99.00. Covers children, support, prop-
erty and debt division. Uncontested. Satisfaction 
guaranteed. Unlimited customer support. Call 7am 
to 7pm, M-F. 1-800-610-7563. ILE 

REAL ESTATE
ABSOLUTELY THE BEST VIEW Lake Medina/
Bandera 1/4 acre tract, central W/S/E, RV/motor 
home/house, OK only $830 down $235 month 
(12.91%/10yr), Guaranteed financing, More infor-
mation call 1-830-460-8354

$106 MONTH BUYS land for RV/motor home/
house, pier, boat ramp, pool, clubhouse, gated entry, 
on Lake Fork, $690 down ($6900/10.91%/7yr) 
Guaranteed financing, 1-214-696-2315

10.1 ACRES, SOUTH Texas. Brush, heavy cover. 
deer, hogs. Jim Wells County, north of San Diego. 
$29,500, low down, low monthly. Toll-free 1-866-
286-0199. www.westerntexasland.com

676 ACRES-REEVES County, 15 Miles North 
Pecos. River frontage. Call Jack 1-214-755-6224.

$106 MONTH BUYS land for RV, MH or cabin. 
Gated entry, $690 down, ($6900/10.91%/7yr) 90 days 
same as cash, Guaranteed financing, 1-936-377-3235

Extend your advertising reach with TexSCAN, your Statewide Classified Ad Network.

NOTICE: While most advertisers are reputable, we cannot guarantee products or services advertised. We urge readers to use caution and when in doubt,
contact the Texas Attorney General at 1-800-621-0508 or the Federal Trade Commission at 1-877-FTC-HELP. The FTC web site is www.ftc.gov/bizop

SCHOOLS/TRAINING
AIRLINES ARE HIRING, Train for high paying 
aviation maintenance career. FAA approved program. 
Financial aid if qualified. Housing available. Call  
Aviation Institute of Maintenance, 1-888-349-5387

ATTEND COLLEGE ONLINE from home. 
Medical, Business, Paralegal, Accounting, Crimi-
nal Justice. Job placement assistance. Computer 
available. Financial aid if qualified. Call 1-888-
205-8920, www.CenturaOnline.com

CAN YOU DIG IT? Heavy equipment 3 week 
training program.  Backhoes, bulldozers, track 
hoes.  Local job placement assistance.  Could 
qualify for GI/VA benefits. 1-866-362-6497

HIGH SCHOOL DIPLOMA graduate in 4 
weeks! Free brochure! Call now! 1-866-562-
3650, ext. 55. www.southeasternHS.com

Run Your Ad In TexSCAN!

To Order: Call this Newspaper
direct, or call Texas Press Service

at 1-800-749-4793 Today!

Statewide Ad .....................$500
307 Newspapers, 1,018,288 Circulation

North Region Only ..........$230
99 Newspapers, 270,048 Circulation

South Region Only ..........$230
107 Newspapers, 501,889 Circulation

West Region Only ............$230
101 Newspapers, 248,581 Circulation

Parishioners Mary Lou Pena. left  and Norma Hinojosa present Father Paul with a St. 
Christopher medal and monetary gift from Our Lady of Counsel parishioners. 

County Judge Pete De La Garza and Father Paul embrace after receiving a resolution 
signed by the Kleberg County Commissioners Court.

Kingsville Mayor Sam Fugate presents Father Paul a key to the city of Kingsville at his 
appreciation and farewell dinner Jan. 9.

Adan Munoz Jr. presents Father Paul with a certificate of ap-
preciation from Gov. Rick Perry.

Farewell, Father Paul
  …Kingsville will miss you


